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PREFACE

  Rotary Clubs have been encouraged for years to docu-
ment their history.  Unfortunately, it is easier recommended
than accomplished.

  My husband, Pat, and I have accumulated many items
pertaining to Jackson Rotary.  I think in a weak moment I
volunteered to organize the information into a booklet for
the Club.  Other Rotarians, hearing of the project, con-
tributed memorabilia.  However, we know there are more
pictures, trophies, and documents packed in boxes or on
shelves in our community and elsewhere.

  I believe it is appropriate to remind you as you read
this I was unable to document certain portions.  Stories
passed along verbally are frequently embellished by Ro-
tary mischief.  News clippings become faded and tattered.

  I hope, because of this edition, each of you will at-
tempt to locate items you have which you are willing to
share.  It would be wonderful if, as a result, we can re-
write the history in a more complete version.

  May you enjoy the achievements of Jackson Rotary
Club and appreciate the efforts of all who have been mem-
bers during the past fifty years.

Maurine B. Crosby



 WELCOME TO ROTARY

  You are now a Rotarian.  You are linked not only with the other men
of your community who make up your local Rotary Club, but
with…..other men…….differing in languages, customs, and historical
background,  yet alike in one respect……all business and professional
people held together by a common ideal, applicable to all phases of life,
the ideal which is properly known as the ideal of service.

(Paul Harris gave this welcome in Chicago, Illinois.  I read it in a Ro-
tary article published in 1985 by the Ovid Bell Press in Fulton, Missouri.
Unfortunately, I cannot verify the date or place it was used.  I think it is
a definition worthy of repeating).

  PAUL HARRIS

Paul Percy Harris was born in a small town in Wisconsin in 1868.  The
Harris family fell on hard times due to the economic distress and social
upheaval caused by the Civil War.  Reluctantly, the parents sent Paul
and his brother to live with their paternal grandparents on a farm in Ver-
mont.

Paul enjoyed the Vermont hills, the woods and streams.  The invisible
influences of New England Puritanism shaped his mind and character.
He learned the value of an education, pride in one’s work, thrift in han-
dling money, honesty in dealing with his neighbors, and responsibility for
his actions.

Paul began college at the University of Vermont, but was expelled his
second year after being accused of taking part in the hazing of a fresh-
man.  He maintained he was not part of the incident, but stayed out of
school the remainder of the year to work.  He enrolled in Princeton
University in 1887 and had to quit again following the death of his grand-
father.

He worked for a year before moving to Des Moines to study law at
the University of Iowa.  His beloved grandmother insisted he must finish
his education.  The commencement speaker, addressing his class in 1891,
advised the graduates to go to a small town and  “make fools of them-
selves for five years” before settling in a large city to practice law.



Young Harris took this as serious advice and for five years he worked
and traveled.  He found employment on a San Francisco newspaper,
taught in a business school, worked on a cattle ranch in Colorado, picked
fruit in California, was a night clerk in a Florida hotel, tried acting in a
small theater, sailed to Cuba and Europe.

Paul’s five years of fun and play ended in 1896 when he arrived in
Chicago to begin the serious business of a law practice.  He was twenty-
eight and a bachelor.

Paul found life in Chicago interesting, filled with opportunities to learn
with cultural and educational advantages not available in the small towns
he knew about.  He soon discovered that rural Americans had to learn
how to live in the city, to adjust to a faster pace, to accept that persons
might care about the city, but the city did not care about them.  He
missed the comforting communication with understanding, sympathetic
friends.  He was successful, but he was lonely!

THE BEGINNING

It is important to know these early years of the life of Paul Harris in
order to understand what took place in the next few years in his life.

Harris had been in Chicago several years when he was invited to lunch
with a friend who lived in a residential area of the city.  After lunch they
strolled through the neighborhood.  His friend greeted merchants and
occasionally stopped for friendly conversation.  There were genuine
expressions of neighborliness such as Harris had known in the small
New England town.  He realized what he missed.  An idea was germi-
nating!

Harris kept thinking there must be a way to widen friendships, to deepen
the sense of community, and to know one’s business acquaintances bet-
ter.  He desperately wanted to bring hometown America’s friendliness
into the life of the big city.  Finally, he decided a club might be the an-
swer.



FIRST MEETINGS

On February 23, 1905 Harris invited Silvester Schiele, a coal mer-
chant, Gustavus Loehr, a mining engineer, and Hiram Storey, a tailor, to
meet with him in his law office in the Unity Building.  The idea had hatched!
The men agreed to start a club with each inviting another acquaintance
to join them. They would rotate their meeting places using the place of
business, office or home of each member.  The name” Rotary” seemed
to be the logical name for the new organization.

Soon it was necessary to have a permanent meeting place because the
club was growing.  The first printed roster of the Rotary Club of Chi-
cago in 1905 had nineteen members, but by the end of the year there
were thirty.

A number of Rotary traditions and precedents were established in
those early meetings.  These included singing, stunts to spice up the
meetings, a meal, and programs given by the membership.

ROTARY WHEEL

Their next project was to design an emblem that would express the
spirit of the new group.  Several ideas were proposed and discarded.  A
wheel kept being suggested with a simple buggy wheel winning favor.
However, some thought it was not elaborate enough so a professional
engraver designed a buggy wheel with a flowing ribbon attached to the
bottom emblazoned with the words “Rotary Club”.

It was discovered, as Rotary expanded, each new club was adding a
feature representative of its town to the emblem.  The leaders felt an
official emblem was needed to tie the many ideas into one.  In 1912 the
national convention adopted the gear wheel in royal blue and gold.
Engineers noted that the emblematic gear was mechanically unsound.
Rotary adopted a new design in 1920. This produced more controversy
because there was no keyway to the gear and without it the gear was an
idler.  In 1923 the design was modified to add the keyway.  The wheel
turned on.



CLUBS AND CONVENTIONS

The second Rotary Club was started in San Francisco in 1908 with
the third one in Oakland in 1909.  The first national convention met in
Chicago in 1910 with fourteen of the sixteen clubs represented. Harris
led in the adoption of a constitution aimed to organize new clubs, pro-
mote honorable business methods, encourage civic pride and promote
the common good of all clubs.

It was at this convention Arthur Sheldon used the words, “He Profits
Most Who Serves Best”.  At the second convention the motto, “Service
Above Self”, was proposed.  These became the unofficial Rotary mot-
toes.  The 1989 Council of Legislation established “Service Above Self”
as the principal motto of Rotary because it best explains the philosophy
of unselfish volunteer service.

HARRIS ENDOWMENT

Harris realized from the beginning that just eating and having fun would
not hold the clubs together.  He encouraged each club to engage in
projects that would benefit the community.  The first example of this was
the Chicago club assumed the installation of public comfort stations in
the City Hall building. This, indeed, pleased the public.

The early years were ones of organization, expansion, and the formu-
lation of a philosophy.  The international direction of Rotary came in
1911 with a club in Winnipeg, Canada.  In 1920 Rotary adopted inter-
national peace and goodwill as one of its objectives.

Harris was the founder and organizer of the first Rotary club, but de-
clined to be president.  The honor went to his friend, Silvester Schiele.
The delegates to the first national convention in 1910 elected Paul Har-
ris as the first president of Rotary International.

The man who had been lonely in Chicago finally met a lady named
Jean Thompson from Scotland whom he married in 1912.  They built a
house in Chicago and called it “Comely Bank” where they lived until
Harris died in 1946.



His life was devoted to Rotary even though he remained profession-
ally active, engaged in numerous humanitarian and civic causes, and re-
ceived many honors.  The University of Vermont from which he had
been expelled eventually presented him with an honorary degree.

Rotary today reflects much of his philosophy and dedication.  His
death did not end his lifetime of work to develop a worldwide move-
ment of business and professional men united by the ideals of friendship
and service.

  CLUB NUMBER 532

It has been said the Lions Club of Jackson might be responsible for
the formation of the Rotary Club of Jackson!  Pete Cassinelli was a
member of the Lions Club.  He had moved through the chairs of the club
on the way to the Presidency.  However, for some reason he was not
elected to that lofty position.

Pete, owner of Cassinelli Grocery on Main Street in Jackson, was
known to have a temper.  Angered that he was overlooked for the Presi-
dency, he resigned from the club.  He also convinced his friend, Charles
Gorman, to resign at the same time.  Charlie was the owner of the Ford
Agency located in Jackson.

Charlie had a wide circle of friends including another Ford dealer,
Frank Judy. Mr. Judy was active in Rotary and had assumed the duties
of District Governor.  The idea was born!  Charlie wanted to start a
Rotary Club in Jackson.

Charlie also knew many of the members of the Placerville Rotary Club.
It was natural he would go to them for assistance with his idea.  They
were willing to sponsor the new club if he could get members.  Charlie
and Pete put their minds to work.

Hoffman Siebe, owner of a pharmacy on Jackson’s Main Street,
bought a truck from John Petkovich about this time.  The truck devel-
oped a problem right in front of Gorman’s auto agency.  Hoffman went
in to solicit help from Charlie to get his truck running again.  The me-



chanic was able to fix it and when Hoffman offered to pay Charlie re-
plied, “No charge.  Just join Rotary.”  So a third member had joined the
duo.

The three were able to find 21 men from the Jackson area to become
charter members with Placerville as the sponsor.  The charter date is
April 14, 1952.  The charter festivities took place on May 10 with Charles
E. Gorman as President. The program for the evening does not indicate
where the event was held, but it was probably the National Hotel in
Jackson.

  There is an error in the list of names of the charter members as printed
on the program.  Amos Seifert and Hoffman Siebe’s are combined to
read “Hoffman H. Seifert” and the list contains only 20 names.  In the list
of officers, however, Amos is named as Treasurer and Hoffman as a
Director.  The other officers included George Sausmon as Vice Presi-
dent, Angelo DePaoli as Secretary, Pete Cassinelli, a Director with Vern
Mounter and Fred Joyce.  Tom Peters was the Sergeant-at-arms.

District Governor Frank Judy presented the charter prior to an ad-
dress by PDG Lincoln Peckinpah. There was the presentation of gifts
from other clubs in the District as well as the presentation of the bell and
gavel. Frank Ellis, a blind man, made the gavel.  The evening included
many introductions, singing by the assembled guests as well as numbers
by the Placerville Rotary quartet.  It concluded with the singing of “God
Bless America.”

The Rotary Club of Jackson was ready to start weekly meetings at the
National Hotel, Main Street, Jackson, California.



  THE FIRST MEMBERS:

Charles Gorman was the owner of the Ford Agency located at Broad-
way and Highway 88 in Jackson.  Charlie, as every called him, was very
active in the Ben Ali Shrine, played a saxophone in their band, revived
the Amador County Chamber of Commerce, and generally enjoyed life.
His wife, Helen, owned Gorman’s dress shop on Main Street.  Both are
deceased.

George Sausmon opened his Buick and Chevrolet dealership in Jack-
son in 1928.  It was Sausmon Motors for many years and today is
known as Prospect Motors. George also belonged to the Ben Ali Shrine.
He was a personal friend of Charlie’s but admits they “fought like hell”
when it came to business.  George was one of the “pushers” to keep
Highway 88 open all winter.  More about that project later. George
resides in Jackson with a full time caregiver.  He will celebrate his 100th

birthday in September, 2002.

Angelo J. DePaoli, a lawyer, had an office in the building bearing his
name next to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Jackson.  Esther, his wife,
joined him in the office as secretary.  She later was elected to the Amador
County Board of Supervisors.  Upon her sudden death, Angelo was
appointed to complete her term.  Angelo wanted to write the history of
the club and had started to gather information shortly before his death.  I
asked the executor of his estate to give the club any articles he might
have written.  There were only a few letters found and portions of those
will be included in this book.  Angelo bequeathed $25,000.00 to the
Jackson Rotary Foundation.

Amos Seifert was the manager of the Bank of Amador in Jackson.  A
pleasant man who lived a quiet life with his wife.  He was willing to serve
on committees, but kept in the background most of the time.  He and his
wife are deceased.

Hoffman Siebe owned Jackson Drug store on Main Street.  He re-
mained active in Rotary until Eleanor, his wife, became ill.  Hoffman
resigned at that time to take care of her until she passed away.  He later
returned to the club.  Hoffman has been living at the Amador Residential



Care Home in Jackson for the past few months.  He was able to provide
some information for this book, but told me lots of things are long for-
gotten.

Peter Cassinelli had a grocery store on Main Street.  One of his
delights was to get other members of the club fined.  Pete seemed to
hear all the “gossip”, true or false, about every one in Jackson.  He liked
to share the news and didn’t mind adding to it if he thought it would bring
a bigger fine.  He and his wife are deceased.

Vern Mounter not only owned Jackson Dry Cleaners, but was also
the County Probation officer.  The business is still in the family and is
operated by his grandson.  Vern and Ruby moved to Sacramento when
he had to receive dialysis treatments.  After his death, Ruby returned to
Jackson where she lives today.

Fred Joyce was the Principal of the Jackson Elementary School at
the time he joined the group.  Fred resigned when he accepted a posi-
tion in Sacramento.  He has returned to Amador County and is very
active in the Senior Center.  He was able to provide some early history
for this book.

Tom Peters was employed at Maxwell Motors Company as the man-
ager.  This company sold automobile parts. Mr. Peters is deceased.

In addition to the officers named above, the other members included:

Joe Dalo was the Purchasing Agent for Amador County.  Prior to
accepting that position, he had a grocery store in the location where the
Wells Fargo bar and restaurant later operated. He is deceased.

James Davies operated a garage on Water Street.  At one time he
may have had the only tow truck in the County.  Jim worked long hours
repairing cars, but was able to find time for Rotary projects.  He is
deceased.

William Gressel owned the Western Auto Store in Jackson.  Mr.
Gressel will not be remembered for being a boisterous member, but he
enjoyed Rotary.  He continues to live in his home in Jackson assisted by
a full time caregiver.

Bud Huberty was involved with Babe Garbarini in the operation of
the Amador Ledger newspaper.  He is deceased.



Robert Little was the Game Warden for the County.  He and his
wife, Gladys, also operated Little’s grocery in Pine Grove.  He is de-
ceased.

Joe Valvo was a barber with a shop on Main Street in Jackson.  Joe
loved to fish, hunt snakes (rattlers preferably), and barbered for 60 years.
Joe was available to give a program on short notice because he liked to
share his fishing stories.  He is deceased.

Marvin Vicini was the distributor for Shell Oil Company.  After his
retirement he continued service to the community by serving on the Jack-
son City Council and as Mayor.  He is deceased.  Noel, his wife, resides
in a nursing home in Jackson.

Louis Fuentes, also a Mayor of Jackson, was a partner in Fuentes
Brothers whose business was selling lumber.  Louie was involved with
the development of Mace Meadows Golf course.  He and Ginny live in
Jackson.  Louie still enjoys a game of golf when his health and the weather
permit.

Morton Sullivan had the classification of” lumber, finished”.  He was
a partner in Wiechman and Sullivan Company.  Mort was always quick
to offer equipment to assist the club with various earth moving projects.
He and his wife, Helen, are deceased.

Louis Sambocetti worked for Thompson and Diggs as a hardware
salesman.  He lived in Sutter Creek.  He left that company to move to
Placerville where he opened a hardware store.  He joined the Placerville
Rotary and was an active member until his retirement from business.  He
continues to live in Placerville.

The two men about whom we know essentially nothing were Arthur
Besecker, salesman for Gorman’s Ford, and Robert Keylor, a sales-
man for Sausmon’s.  It is presumed they were encouraged to join by
Charlie and George. No one seems to know when either moved from
the area.

Those first members enthusiastically began the serious duty of finding
a project to fulfill their desire for service.



EARLY PROJECTS

The Club began to provide community service by volunteering to main-
tain a stretch along Electra Road near the Mokelumne River.  They cleaned
the area of debris, built some picnic tables and barbeque pits.  It was
reported to be an area where there were always snakes to be found as
well as lots of trash.  The Club reportedly met there on election days
because the bars were closed.

The Club recognized a need for hospital beds and wheel chairs that
could be loaned to residents.  It was decided to purchase a number of
these and provide them without a fee to anyone in the County. The items
were stored in the Cassinelli store.  The record keeping was not very
accurate as to where they went and to whom. The result was they all
disappeared after several years.

 Another project was to collect eyeglasses and give them to those
who were in need. This may have been adapted from the Lions Club
with a similar program.

There were students who acted as crossing guards at the grade school.
The club purchased bright colored vests to identify them and for their
safety.

Money for these projects was raised through food sales held at the
office of the Amador Ledger newspaper.  Of course, the fines from
members contributed to the funds.

The Club sponsored a beer booth at the Amador County Fair for a
number of years.  It designed and built a booth for the City of Jackson at
the Fair.

Dorothy VanThiel, a teacher, felt the Jackson swimming pool needed
to be improved.  She approached the madams and their ladies to donate
to the project.  She was not reluctant about requesting money from
clubs including Rotary.  The members donated to the cause, although
the amount is not recorded.



Amos Seifert was the second President and his main interest, aside
from the bank, was improving Detert Park.  About this time John Aime
was starting to work on a field where kids and adults could play ball.  It
was next to Detert Park.  Members showed more enthusiasm for the
ball field than for the park so the club joined others in the community to
complete the project.

John Aime had invested not only time but also money.  Rotarians be-
came involved while Seifert was President and the work continued into
the term of Mort Sullivan.  Mort asked the Lions Club to join with Ro-
tary in completing the field.  Marv Vicini asked his cousin, Vernon, to
donate equipment to level the area.  Others volunteered equipment and
labor until it was finished.  The only cost was the purchase of sod.  In
recent years it was named Aime Field in honor of John who lives in
Jackson.

After Amos Seifert died, his widow donated money to our club to be
used to improve Detert Park as a picnic area.  Members built tables and
poured cement pads for barbeque equipment.  This became a memorial
to the man who wanted Detert Park to be a project in the early years.

ON TO SILVER LAKE

George Sausmon was always trying to get residents interested in an
effort to keep Highway 88 open in the winter.  He advanced his idea at
every opportunity.  He had a cabin at Silver Lake as did several other
Rotarians.

George and Charlie were rivals in business, but friends who shared a
common interest.  George owned weasels and Charlie loved to drive
them.  They conceived the idea of the Rotarians going into Silver Lake
using the weasels for transportation.  The first venture was March, 1953.
Louis Fuentes was sent in to clear the way for the others. They stayed in
the cabins owned by Mounter, Cassinelli, Gorman, and Franklin Daneri.
Franklin was elected to be the cook for the several days they stayed.
Eight to twelve members made the trip each winter.
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  In 1955 they had the idea to invite Mel Riddle to go with them.
Riddle was a newscaster for Channel 13 TV and was to televise the trip.
It was on this trip the men packed the snow to enable one of Charlie’s
friends land his airplane on the snow and spend the night with them.  The
club has a picture of the weasel and the airplane side by side.

The televised program lasted fifteen minutes and was entitled “This is
America—Operation Weasel”.  Babe Garbarini ran an article in the
newspaper reminding residents the program would be aired and to watch
it.  Letters were received from many areas commending the club for an
outstanding project that would promote goodwill for the County and
give a boost to the sagging economy of the area.  One person even
predicted that some day in the future many would enjoy the snow as the
Rotarians did.  Today we find skiers at Kirkwood!!

MORE EARLY YEARS

Attendance was very important to members with many achieving 100%
records.  One story pertains to big Tom Montgomery.  He was always
referred to as “big Tom” because he was 6 feet 8 inches tall and weighted
280 pounds.   Carmichael and Jackson clubs were having an attendance
contest with Jackson ahead when Tom hurt his back and was confined
to bed.  President Cassinelli recruited six men to load Tom into an am-
bulance to attend a makeup meeting.  Imagine the surprise of the Walnut
Grove Rotarians when an ambulance drove up to the door to deliver
Tom so the Jackson record was not ruined.  The newspaper had an
article about it with a picture of Tom and Pete in the ambulance, but no
report of who actually won the event.

Boots Warner was President in 1957 when Loren Ayres suggested
starting a fund to loan money to college students.  Boots and members
thought it a good idea with money from fines going into a fund.  Remem-
ber fines in those days were frequently only twenty-five cents!  It took
many fines before there was enough money to make the first loan of
$500.00 in 1975.

There have been 66 loans (2001 figures) totaling $86,250.00 with
only one default of $550.00.  Members have discussed changing the
rules governing the loans, but the procedure remains essentially as the
original format.



1962 Bowling Team

2002 Vista Point



VISTA POINT

George Sausmon was an eager supporter of an effort to keep High-
way 88 open all year.  It was because of his interest he was friendly with
engineers in the highway department.  In 1968 the State began a project
to widen Highway 49 outside of Jackson.  George learned the property
next to the highway was to be sold.  He immediately contacted John
Meyers, District 10 Engineer, and convinced him to take it off the mar-
ket.  George thought this would be a wonderful place for travelers to
rest.  The state of California Highway Department did not endorse rest-
ing areas at that time.

George was determined to advance his idea.  He talked with John
Surryhne who was President of Rotary at that time.  The Rotary Club
immediately decided to make this an area not only for people to rest, but
a picnic area and a place of recorded history.  Mort Sullivan donated the
large boulders moved in by trucks owned by Boots Warner.  The Jack-
son Women’s Club volunteered to assist in the beautification.  No one
seems to know what happened with their offer.

Rotarians meet at the Vista Point several times a year to weed, clean
the area, and enjoy a barbeque. The original picnic tables were built to
Cal Trans specifications.  Mort Sullivan told me the redwood tops they
required would make excellent places to carve.  His prediction was
correct.  So in January 2002 the tables were replaced with ones made
of concrete with a Rotary wheel embedded in the tops.

In 1993 a twenty-fifth anniversary party was held at the Vista Point.
State and County dignitaries joined Rotarians that evening to recognize
the work performed at the site.  The area continues to be used by many,
many travelers.

The original map has been removed and given to the Amador County
Museum.  It was replaced with a larger map designating points of inter-
est.

Several years ago the Rotary Club gave permission to the Veterans of
Foreign Wars to erect a flagpole and monument on the site.  The attrac-
tive monument is dedicated to veterans of all wars.



WINE BOOTH

The year 1976 found the club limping along without any major project.
Stagnation was setting in with the membership.  Several suggested a
project was needed that would bring in some money instead of support-
ing everything with fine money and dues.

The Amador County Fair seemed the logical place to start.  The first
suggestion was a salad bar.  That did not meet with the approval of
members.  Finally, a wine booth was considered.  President Pat Crosby,
Dan Barnett, and Stan Lukowicz did some calculations before present-
ing the idea to the club.

The estimate of $18,000.00 to construct the facility brought terror
and shock to the assembled Rotarians.  This was an enormous effort
and much too large for a small club to tackle was the response.  Three
members resigned immediately—one over the cost and two who did
not approve of the wine.

The remaining members supported the idea and moved ahead.  Frank
Berry of the Cedar Products Company furnished the lumber.  Howard
Roiland, a member, agreed to supervise construction.  Glenn Nicks,
also a member, volunteered the use of P.G.E. equipment to drill holes for
footings.

There was a major catastrophe elsewhere and P.G.E. men were sent
to assist.  Glenn leaned on Pacific Bell to come in and drill the holes so
the project would not be stopped.  Halfway through the construction the
serving booth was determined to be in an inappropriate spot.  It was
necessary to move it to the current area.  This caused a problem with the
Fair Manager.  Negotiations were completed and the building contin-
ued.  It was opened for the Fair in 1976 when Dave Mason was Presi-
dent.

The original estimate of  $18,000.00 turned out to be inaccurate.
Materials were donated and the final cost was approximately $500.00.

The building has had about five renovations since the original date.  It
was totally demolished this last year to make way for new construction.



Original Wine Booth



Cancer Van

Mother’s Day Brunch



The Rotary Club has operated it every year with the exception of one
when someone did not get the contract signed, and it was awarded to
another group. The wine sales have been expanded to another area on
the fairgrounds and that enables us to use our portable “booth”.

Thousands of dollars have been raised through the operation of the
wine booth.  This money has been returned to the community by other
projects we sponsor.

CANCER VANS

Marv Vicini had an idea that he shared with Glenn Nicks.  This was
1982.  His idea was to purchase a vehicle to be used to transport cancer
patients to Sacramento or Stockton for radiation and chemotherapy treat-
ments.  The two men presented the idea to Rotarians who agreed to
raise money for the project.

Members chose to sell books with coupons for discounts from local
businesses to begin the financing of the van.  The Amador Cancer Soci-
ety was delighted with the idea for they had been using an old station
wagon for the trips.  The first van accommodated six patients.

Later, President Ed Swift drove it to Reno to display it as a club project
at the District Conference.  Jackson Rotary has assisted the Amador
Cancer Society with the purchase of two other vans since that time.

Our club received the Golden Sword Award from the Sacramento
division of the American Cancer Society. Frank Halvorson, the Presi-
dent in 1988, went to Los Angeles to accept the award for the club.
After the third van was purchased the club was awarded the Honor
Citation of the American Cancer Society, California Division. Our club
was entered into a national competition after receiving the second award.
There was no further recognition from that entry.



JAWS OF LIFE

Members learned there was a need for a “Jaws of Life” because the
County was having an increase in serious accidents particularly in the
higher elevations.  Again, the idea to sell the coupon books came into
use.

The first unit was purchased and donated to Rescue One at the De-
fender Grade Fire Department.  Jim McFadden obtained a fire vehicle
from the California Department of Forestry to use as a rescue unit.  The
vehicle was restored at Preston School of Industry and the Sutter Hill
C.D.F. station.  The “Jaws” was installed in it.

There is a wonderful letter of appreciation and thanks written to the
Rotary Club.  It was written by Carol Faust one year after she and her
husband were involved in a collision on Highway 88.  She states, “I was
totally encased in metal and most likely would have died right there had
they (the rescue team) not had the use of the “Jaws of Life”.  At the time
of the accident they had only had the Jaws for about a week and had
only used it in training. Amazing!  Well—“it” and “they” saved my life
and I understand you had a lot to do with raising the $10,000.00 re-
quired to purchase the equipment.”

She continues, “Thank you seems inadequate to express my gratitude.
How do you thank someone for your life?…………….Before the ac-
cident I spoke to many Rotary, Lions, Kiwanis and other civic organiza-
tions about the virtues of physical fitness.  When I spoke to these groups
I became aware of their fund raising activities.  I thought that was real
nice, but never realized I would become a direct beneficiary of the re-
sults of those efforts.  So thank you, thank you very much.”

Mrs. Faust indicated she would like to attend a meeting and person-
ally thank the club.  To my knowledge this did not occur.  She stated she
underwent 15 hours of surgery following the accident and spent over
four months in the hospital.  I thought it would be interesting to locate
her, but those efforts were unsuccessful.

The club purchased a second “Jaws” unit and it was given to the Ione
area.  Again, McFadden obtained a vehicle for rescue use that included
our “Jaws”.

The idea for a third unit was suggested and approved, but never ac-
complished.



SENIOR CENTER

Amador County residents began a campaign to build a place for se-
nior citizens to meet, have meals, entertainment, and companionship.
The site was selected in Jackson, and the money was raised for the
building.  The need was for furnishings.  During the term of Don Hagen,
Rotary decided to donate the money to furnish the main room.  The club
was honored at the dedication of the building when the room was named
the “Rotary Room”.  Many people have enjoyed the room since 1986.
The Rotary wheel is prominently displayed on the wall.

OTHER PROJECTS

“Razzamatazz” was the name of the group of actors and actresses
from the Bay area who came to Amador County to perform on several
occasions under the auspices of Rotary.  They were fun, entertaining,
and their performances enabled us to complete several other projects.

The club purchased a resuscitator for the American Legion
ambulance………..at one time there were three teen centers in the
County, but transportation for the young people was difficult.  The club
purchased a van and refurbished it for use by the centers.  It was used
until it finally fell apart and was scrapped…………money was given to
Fuller Field located at St. Sava’s mission to improve the softball
field……..contributed to the youth crisis hotline………purchased pic-
nic tables for the Amador County museum yard………and assisted in
the purchase of the lights for Barnett Field at Argonaut High School.
(The field is named for Dan Barnett a member of our club.)

A project headed by Larry Cenotto, Amador County Archivist, was
to document history by oral interviews with elder citizens.  The club
agreed to fund this project, and  it was named the “Angelo DePaoli Oral
History Program”  Several years later it was taken over by the historical
society of the County, and Rotary was no longer involved with it finan-
cially.



MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH

Chuck Connor, a banker, wanted to have a street fair featuring local
artists.  The idea rolled around the club for some months.  Finally, Chuck
suggested having a brunch on Mother’s Day as a fundraiser and hold the
art show in connection with it. This won the approval of the members.
Naturally, Chuck was appointed Chairperson.

The event was so successful the club voted to make it an annual affair.
The art portion was deleted after several years when there was a de-
crease in interest on the part of the artists.

Chuck’s sudden death left the club determined to continue the tradi-
tion and renamed it to honor him.  The attendance has increased each
year necessitating a larger facility to accommodate the guests.

THE BULLETIN

Every Rotary club is encouraged to have a club bulletin. One was not
started in Jackson during the early years.  Tom Montgomery was Presi-
dent in 1959 when he decided the club needed to have some weekly
“news”.  He appointed Pat Crosby, the newest member of the Club, to
assume the duties of producing the document.

Tom asked members to submit names for the bulletin.  After a vote of
the membership, the winner was “Rotary Tailings”.

Crosby drafted his neighbor, Robert Derania, to assist with the publi-
cation.  The club generously purchased a used ditto machine.  For those
of you not old enough to remember ditto machines, I can testify that they
are the messiest gadgets ever invented!!!  I know this because the ma-
chine resided in our house.  It is still with us and should be put on perma-
nent display as a Rotary memorabilia.

A proud moment for Jackson Rotary when, in 1964, the bulletin was
selected as the outstanding bulletin in the District.  At that time the Dis-
trict was 519 and composed of 69 clubs.  A sad moment several years
later when it was determined Joe Steele, a member, took the trophy and
did not return it.  Efforts to locate him and the trophy have failed.



“Rotary Tailings” was produced using the ditto machine for many years
until more sophisticated and less messy methods of printing it became
available.  There have been a number of different editors in the years
since 1959, but Pat and I have performed the function for more than
twenty Presidents.

John Bree, President 2001-2002, changed the name of the bulletin to
“The Big Squeeze” for his term.

OUR LOGO

The selection of “Rotary Tailings” as the official name of the bulletin
caused members to seek a logo for the club.  A member at the time,
Frank Lovejoy, M.D., offered the services of his son-in-law to design
the logo for us.  It has been used since then on all items printed with our
logo.  Unfortunately, the original artwork is another item lost.

THE BELL

Chuck Lindekugel advocated recogntion of local High School foot-
ball teams. His idea was a pertpetual trophy to be presented to the
winner of the “Big Game” each year. The Club purchased an official
Rotary Club Bell . It’s engraved:

The Bell

FUN AND GAMES

Paul Harris said that Rotary must have fun as well as serious aspects.
Since he loved practical jokes, he would have liked Jackson Rotary
very much.

Big Game Champs
     Amador - Argonaut

The scores are engraved for each team every year since 1971.



Years ago the local P.G.& E. Manager would invite the Rotarians to
the Tiger Creek facility for an overnight “safari”.  The men would gather
on Saturday afternoon to begin the round of poker and other card games.
A cook was brought along to prepare the food for dinner and the Sun-
day morning breakfast.  Cards, food, and drink extended into the evening
hours with the group leaving the next day.

The Tiger Creek facility has not been available for several years.  The
poker party has continued in a very weakened style.  It is now a Satur-
day afternoon event with members preparing the food.

Tom Montgomery was a participant in the Olympics in 1936.  When it
was learned the winter Olympics would be in Squaw Valley in 1960,
Tom was the first to encourage the club to make arrangements to attend.
The members boarded a bus in the wee hours of the morning for the trip.
All were bundled to brave the cold of the day.

It was an exciting trip. It is one thing to watch these events on televi-
sion, but it is much more stirring to witness the athletes a short distance
from you.   The bus pulled away for the trip home, and I think all of us
turned for one last look at the Olympic flame.  It is an awesome sight
and leaves a lasting impression.  We returned late that night with every-
one weary after a long day.

One of the highlights of every Rotary year is the debunking of the
President.  The schemes and plans can be carried to great extremes.
Dave Mason provided a trip remembered by all who attended.  He
arranged for all of us to take a bus to Stockton airport where we boarded
an airplane for a trip over the Yosemite Valley.  The purpose was to
“debunk” Dan Barnett.  We drank champagne, listened to the antics of
those on the program, and looked at the splendor of the Yosemite area.
We returned to Stockton where the bus took us to a Chinese restaurant
for the last of the festivities.  And then back home.

There has been and continues to be the friendly rivalry between the
Lions Club and the Rotary Club.  There have been softball games until
the Rotarians got too old to play.  There is usually a golf match once a
year when someone remembers to schedule it.  Both clubs have had
bowling teams.



The Rotary bowling team would start after the conclusion of the Tues-
day night meeting.  The team composed of Louis Fuentes, Bill Craig,
John Price, Bill Gressel, and Pat Crosby won a trophy (also missing) in
1962.

One event in which the club participated was the fishing derby held for
kids at the New York Ranch reservoir.  Joe Valvo took great delight in
planning this event and made certain there were plenty of fish for the
youngsters to catch.

MORE FUN???

Rotarians in Jackson have been known to have very short memories
when it comes to many pranks.  The stealing of the bell through the years
has caused the most excitement and anxiety.  Dan Barnett and Ed Swift
have the reputation of having stolen the bell the most frequently of any
member.  And the bell is returned in many ways!!

Dan had a very sophisticated contraption made to hold the bell and an
alarm to sound if it was removed.  Then the contraption disappeared.  It
reappeared at the debunking for Steve Cilenti in 2001.

The bell has been frozen in a bucket of water, has been hidden in
various stores, but has found its way back to the club.  The item that was
stolen and never returned was the original gavel.  Frank Ellis, a blind
man, had carved it for presentation at the charter night.   At last report
the current gavel is also missing.

The bell and gavel are important to Rotary.  One club in our District
has now mandated members can steal anything but the bell.  Jackson
may want to consider such a movement in the near future.

Ed Liest was a physician with offices in Jackson.  He thoroughly de-
lighted in practical jokes.  The one he thought the funniest involved my
car.  We had been to a Christmas party at the Mil Mar with everyone
bringing a white elephant for a gift exchange.  Someone brought a pack-
age of Limburger cheese. Ed confiscated it at the conclusion of the evening
and planted it on the engine of my car.  Little did he know that the car
was going to be traded the next day for a new one at Prospect Motors.
The engine was warm by the time I got the car to the garage and when



the salesman opened the hood the warm cheese appeared to be running
out of the engine.  A mechanic was called who immediately diagnosed
the problem.  Ed, our dear neighbor, denied any involvement.  He had
learned the basic lesson of many Rotarians—deny you know anything
about the tricks!!

MEETING PLACES

Rotary has eaten at the National Hotel, the Louvre, Pioneer Rex, and
Wells Fargo restaurants on Main Street Jackson.  The club met for a
period of time at the Wheel Inn restaurant on Jackson Gate Road.  Spe-
cial parties were held there because it had a dance floor.  The Mil Mar at
Martell (known as the Elks Club today) was also the site of many par-
ties.  It, too, had a dance floor.

In recent years the meetings have been moved to Teresa’s restaurant
also located on Jackson Gate Road.

BOWL-A-THON

Another fund raising event that has become an annual part of our club
is the Bowl-a-thon held in the fall.  It began in 1993 when, again, the
club needed a new project.  The idea of bowling to benefit the treasury
was one Pat Crosby had seen in various Rotary literature.  He researched
the information by contacting other clubs who had tried the project be-
fore he proposed it to President Ed Swift and the members at a Club
Assembly.

The club is fortunate to have the owner of the local bowling facility as
a member of our Club.  Ed Swift generously offered the exclusive use of
the lanes for the evening.

Corporate sponsors are obtained to pay for the cost of the event.
Any group can provide a team whose members are encouraged to get
pledges.  The money from the pledges is applied totally to the requests
for funds from local youth organizations.

The money is awarded to the various groups at a regular meeting of
Jackson Rotary.



OTHER IDEAS

Rotarians often believe they might be chefs or perhaps dream of being
chefs!  The funnel cake idea was born from this secret desire of a few of
the members.

Lew Keeney had a travel trailer that he remodeled with the assistance
of his son, Mark.  Rotarians met at his establishment and performed
various duties in the demolition of the interior.  When the trailer was
finished, various recipes for funnel cakes were tried before the final one
was agreed on.  And off to sell funnel cakes we went!!!

This will never be considered our most successful venture.  The trailer
was taken to the Fairgrounds to be used for the promotion of funnel
cakes.  It was loaned or rented to other organizations when they needed
a food center.

The last use for it has been at the Fair when we moved it to the main
arena as a second wine booth.

What happened to the funnel cakes you ask?  Well, Mike Foster found
boxes of the mix invaded with weevils and pitched the whole mess.

Another effort that did not meet with great success or loud applause
was the rest stop near the Rancheria Creek bridge on Highway 49.  The
club cleaned weeds, built some picnic tables and a small barbeque area.
The owner of the nearby property complained to Cal Trans about the
trash left by those stopping to rest. The result was the area was closed
to the public by order of Cal Trans.

MORE GOOD WORK

The Amador County Museum had been the site of documents given to
the County.  These had been stored in the museum in a rather careless
fashion.  The County hired Larry Cenotto to become the Archivist and
to restore order.  Cenotto was concerned about damage occurring to
paper items due to moisture in the building.  He approached Ed Swift to
see if Rotary would be interested in remodeling a small cottage on the
grounds where documents would be more protected.



Rotarians got hammers, saws, nails, and went to work.  Several work
parties later the facility was ready to accommodate the items.  Several
thousand dollars were spent on materials for the work.  The Archives
remained there until a few years ago when everything was moved to a
building considered more fire proof.

The Club recognized a need in the County for elderly citizens to be
able to summon assistance when needed.  “Lifeline” was the choice for
the project.  Jackson Rotary contributed to the purchase of the initial
equipment for a number of residents.  The exact number and amount of
money involved are no longer available.

Sutter Amador Hospital was built in Jackson and dedicated in 2001.
Our club pledged $30,000.00 to assist with the purchase of equipment
for the new facility.

Club members sold the Sacramento and Stockton entertainment books
to local residents.    The project was discarded when other organiza-
tions in our area started selling them.

PRESIDENT’S LETTERS

Angelo DePaoli started on the Rotary history in 1990 by sending let-
ters of inquiry to those who had been Presidents in previous years.  The
letters from those who responded were found in Angelo’s file cabinet
when he passed away.  I have extracted portions from each of them for
this edition.

William Craig—1963-64—“Project was to raise membership which
we did to 40 members and the club was never the same after”.

Thomas “Tucker” Hunt—1968-69—“I initiated the Father-son and
Father-daughter night.  We worked at Vista Point plus other smaller
projects…….We started the professional-student meetings to acquaint
local high school students with local Rotary business people to tell the
students about different professions and the rewards, training, and prob-
lems of the profession”.

Glenn Nicks—1974-75—“We contributed to the local organizations
such as Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, and the Amador County Association
for the Retarded.  Several work projects were held at the Chamber of



Commerce building where we made minor repairs and painted the en-
tire building…….We held an essay contest where we asked 8th graders
to tell what the Rotary Four Way test meant to them……..My wife,
Dorothy, and Mrs. Hoben Thomas attempted to get the wives better
acquainted and held meetings which they seemed to enjoy.  The club
presented a heart shaped Rotary pin to the wives”. (Note is made that
wives were called “Rotary Anns” until a few years ago).

Pat Crosby--1975-76--”We constructed the wine booth.  We con-
structed the Amos Seifert picnic area in Detert Park.  This was the first
year that Jackson Rotary went beyond the membership for funding.
Money from the wine booth started our Club on the road to the
“Modern  Era” of bigger projects to benefit the community”.

Howard Roiland—1978-79—“We increased the size of the wine
booth and installed a shaded roof…..We increased our membership to
the point we had to move from the Rex to Wells Fargo…..We were
asked by the District if the Jackson club would mix and serve the fizzes
at the District Conference.  Twenty-five Rotarians and their wives at-
tended and the job was well done”.

Ed Swift—1983-84—“There were two highlights ……First was the
formation of the Up-Country Rotary Club which was handled by Bob
Glidden.  The project made the presidency interesting in that not all our
members were in favor of the effort and problems arose as to the area of
service……..Second highlight was the high dollar project to buy the
first cancer van.  It was a new Plymouth purchased at cost from Dick
Morton of Foothill Motors.  The club worked hard to raise the money.
I drove the vehicle to Sparks and put it on display for the Rotary confer-
ence where it was the hit of the show……Glen Nicks, (secretary), my
committee heads, and the people I delegated to never let me down.  The
combination made possible a great year”.

Don Hagen—1985—86—“A big event for the year was the hosting
of a District 519 Assembly in April, 1986.  It was a huge success for
Jackson.  Chairman of the event was Bill Heryford”.

Tony Matulich, D.C.—1986-87—“Preliminary steps leading to the
establishment of the Ione Rotary Club….conducted a profitable cou-
pon book fund raiser to purchase air tank equipment for the fire depart-
ments of the County”.



MORE LETTERS

I attempted to locate other Presidents and had three responses.

James Hoag, D.D.S.—1964-65—“This picture is all I could find
after moving away from Jackson”.  He included a picture of  Cliff Selman,
treasurer, Jack Bennett, secretary, and Jim.

Gilbert Ward—1972-73—“We beat the Lions Club in
softball….unsuccessfully tried to get the club to adopt a by-law that
would provide for the vice president automatically ascending to presi-
dent in his second year”.

Ted Petersen—1992-93—“A celebration of our 40TH year….we
admitted our first woman Rotarian…..we changed our meeting place to
Teresa’s…….purchased another cancer van which was displayed at
District Conference.  We won an award from the American Cancer
Society….new revised pictorial information map was commissioned and
installed at the Vista Point…………The two most volatile aspects of
the year was the admission of a woman and the change of meeting
places!!”

NEW CLUBS

Jackson was the sponsor for two new Rotary Clubs.  One was Amador
UpCountry in 1983, and the other was Ione in 1988.  Bob Glidden was
a member of our Club.  He had been Governor of District 5130 before
moving to Amador County.  Bob’s assistance in the formation of the two
new clubs was invaluable.

R.I. CONVENTION

Howard Roiland and Pat Crosby were selected to be Sergeants-at-
arms at the Rotary International Convention in Las Vegas in 1986.  They
were overwhelmed by the entire production and were almost overcome
by the temperature when the air conditioning failed in the hotel.



DISTRICT 5190

In 1952 Jackson became a part of District 164 and that changed to
District 519 in 1958.  District 519 continued to grow until there were 69
clubs.  It was geographically one of the largest districts in the United
States.  Several proposals were made to divide the district with each
being defeated by a vote of the membership.

Finally, an agreement was reached effective July, 1995.  District 5180
retained 34 clubs and District 5190, of which you are a part, was given
46 clubs.  The district remains the largest in geographic size in the United
States.

CONCLUSION

In 1905 we had Paul Harris and his friends.  In 1952 we had Charlie
Gorman and his friends.  Paul never met Charlie, but each had a dream
of starting a Rotary Club.  I doubt if either had any idea of the projects
that would result or the contributions that would be made.

Paul Harris liked to plant trees.  He often referred to Rotary as being
like a tree.  If the tree is nourished it will grow.  If the Rotary club brings
in new members, develops new projects, and continues to serve it, too,
will grow.

This, then, is the end of your 50th year in service.  As you enter your
51st year I ask you to recall some of the projects and the fun you have
endeavored.  I also remind you members have shared the joy of mar-
riages, the excitement of births, the sadness of death and tragedy and
even weathered the admission of women.

I close with a quote I borrowed from Gregg Johnson at his debunking
in 1985.  It is as appropriate today as it was then.  Gregg said, “Be
PROUD you are a member of the Rotary Club of Jackson.  None of
these projects could have been accomplished without your hard work”.
And I add to that, “Continue your hard work because the community in
which you live has been and will continue to be the beneficiary of your
service”.


